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Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, March 13, 2016 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

The traditional reading for the first Sunday of Lent is the temptation of Jesus.  For forty days 

Jesus fasted and prayed before he was tempted in a number of ways.  This spiritual journey 

was the beginning point of Jesus’ ministry and reminds us that our lives are always unfolding 

before us as people of faith. 

Today we celebrate that four young people are beginning a new phase of their spiritual 

journey with Confirmation.  On the one hand, this moment recognizes that these young 

people are mature enough to claim the faith for themselves, while on the other hand we 

admit that we are all on the journey of faith.  We are fellow travelers with God in this way 

and we celebrate how the Confirmands are joining that troupe.  

Each of our Confirmands brings a dynamic and unique approach to faith.  Each one of these 

young people has gifts to share and talents to offer.  Each of these young persons continues 

to need our nurture and support.  Each of these young persons also can contribute great 

things to the congregation.  Today is a great day!  I am so grateful for the work of each of our 

Confirmands and all of the adults who have contributed to their journey in faith. 

 

-Scott Sharp 

Central UMC Governance Team The Governance Team is charged with leading the congregation and 

serving as the primary decision making body for the church with oversight of all matters related to the 

church.  Here’s our next featured member! Go to CentralToLife.org to see the full list of the team. 

 

Ellen Thorne Skrak, Treasurer 

I am honored to serve as Treasurer and a member of the Governance 

Team.  Some of you I know and look forward to getting to know better; others 

I don’t know and hope to get to know.  You may know me as the introverted 

mother of the extroverted red-headed daughter, Madeline.  Besides being the 

mother of a college student, I am a lawyer and an aspiring writer.  Introvert 

that I am, I enjoy getting together with people one-on-one or in small groups. 

Maddy tells me that the best place to have coffee is Satellite on 

University.  Please call me at 252-2319 to set up a time to meet there or just to talk on the phone.  Or you 

can e-mail me at etskrak@rodey.com.  I want to learn about your perception of the strengths and 

weaknesses of the church in the past and your hopes for the future of the church.  I have been a member 

of this church for over thirty years.  I have been passionately connected, completely disconnected, sort of 

connected, and reconnected.  If you are comfortable sharing your story, I would like to learn about your 

faith journey in and out of Central and about how the church can help you continue on your journey. 

http://www.centraltolife.org/
mailto:etskrak@rodey.com


201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Sermon Series - February - March: “Sacrifice Through the Lens of the Cross” 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, Worship and a meal 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com or (505) 401-4541.  

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

Youth Group:   

March 18th dinner at Pei Wei and off to watch the movie Risen 

at Winrock Theatre. 

March 24th Maundy Thursday service at 7pm in the Life Center 

March 25th Good Friday Service at 7pm in the Sanctuary 

Friday April 1st NO youth group as it is APS Spring Break 

Central United Methodist Women Meetings 

March 16, Friendly Lunch Bunch, 11:45, Room 311 

March 19, General Meeting, 9:30, Room 311 

Wings of Wonder, Saturday, April 30, 11am 

Luncheon & Silent Auction with Debbie Harrington 

For Tickets and information, please contact Carol Glover at 554-3516 

Vacation Bible School  

The dates for VBS are set!! This year VBS will be taking 

place on June 25th (all day) and the 26th  

(singing in services and pool party following services)! 

Now that we have dates, we need volunteers. We need 

volunteers for: Decorations, Crafts, Story Telling, Snacks, 

Games, and group leaders.  We will be having a volunteer 

meeting on April 10th, 12:30pm in the conference room. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kelly Brooks.   

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday: March 20th 

Holy Thursday: March 24th 7:00pm (Life Center) 

Good Friday: March 25th  

7:00pm (Sanctuary) 

Great Getting’ Up Mornin’: March 26th 7:00pm Sanctuary 

Easter: March 27th 

7:00am Sunrise Service (Nob-Hill Park) 

Central United Methodist Men Meetings 

March 19, 8:00  

Breakfast & Panel discussion on “Coming to America” 

Call Ed Vigil at 221-0041 for more information or to RSVP 

Easter Flowers 

The flowers that adorn Our Sanctuary are delivered to the 

Homebound members of our church family. We are in 

need of volunteers to help complete this task. It doesn’t 

take long and you will be helping to brighten someone 

else’s Easter. If you are able to help deliver,  

please call Gayle 235-5649 or email jgdenslow@comcast.net 

http://www.centraltolife.org/
http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
mailto:kellyb@centraltolife.org
mailto:knsgough@gmail.com
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